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“Poedle, take another step
higher on that ladder.
What?, stand on the chair.
It’s a SLOPE, get it?
Look UP, all of you!
You're supposed to be
climbing a mountain!”

The stage lights hurt their eyes,
and the wooden floor was bare,
and they stood on chairs
and ladders, and the hill ahead
was now a high white wall,
and they had not had lunch,
which 1s the worst of all.
You are supposed to get a sandwich
for lunch. There’s a law.
And soup, if you’ve been good.

From somewhere over the ceiling,
wiggling children were giggling.
The author stopped writing.




