An infinitive phrase as a noun and the subject of the sentence: Because infinitive phrases
can be nouns, we find them in the usual noun places, such as the subject of the sentence. Here
we see an infinitive phrase, To leave an impression, acting as one word, as a noun. In this

sentence impression is the object of the infinitive. Remember that an infinitive is one word,
so here To leave is a noun.

To leave an  impression is a  positive development.
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Notice here that the entire infinitive phrase is the subject, as though it were one

word: a phrase acts like a single part of speech. Notice that the infinitive To leave
1s one word, a noun.

positive

To emphasize: It would be wrong to say that 7o leave is the subject of the sentence or that
impression is the subject of the sentence. The subject is To leave an impression; the whole

phrase is the subject. A phrase acts like a single part of speech.
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